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MONTGOMERY

Leicester (c. 1160-1218), Norman crusader,
father of (2), undertook in 1208 the
crusade against the Albigenses and fell at the
siege of Toulon. See study by H. J. Warner,
Albigensian Heresy (1928).

(2) Simon de, Earl of Leicester (c. 1208-65},
English statesman and soldier, son of (1).
Young Simon was well received by Henry III
of England in 1230, was confirmed in his title
and estates in 1232, and in 1238 married the
king's youngest sister Eleanor. In 1239 he
quarrelled with the king and crossed to
France, but, soon nominally reconciled, was
again in England by 1242. In 1248, sent as
king's deputy to Gascony, Simon put down
disaffection with a heavy hand. But his
jealous master listened eagerly to complaints
against his rule, and arraigned him. Earl
Simon, acquitted, resigned his post in 1253,
and returned to England. Bad harvests,
famine, fresh exactions of Rome and the
rapacity of foreign favourites had exhausted
the endurance of the country, and in 1258, at
Oxford, the parliament drew up the Provisions
of Oxford, which the king swore solemnly to
observe. Prince Edward intrigued with the
sub-tenants, and the barons quarrelled
among themselves; and in 1261 the king
announced that the pope had declared the
Provisions null and void. All men now looked
to Earl Simon as leader of the barons and the
whole nation, and he at once took up arms.
After some varying success, both sides sought
an arbitrator in Louis IX of France, who
decided in the Mise of Amiens for surrender
to the royal authority. London and the
Cinque Ports repudiated the agreement, and
Simon, collecting his forces, surprised the
king's army at Lewes, and captured Prince
Edward (1264). The Mise of Lewes arranged
that there were to be three electors, Earl
Simon, the Earl of Gloucester, and the Bishop
of Hereford, who were to appoint nine coun-
cillors to nominate the ministers of state. To
aid these councillors in their task a parliament
was called, in which, together with the barons,
bishops and abbots, there sat four chosen
knights from each shire, and for the first time
two representatives from certain towns. This
may be looked upon as the germ of our
modern parliaments. But the great earl's
constitution was premature; the barons soon
grew dissatisfied with the rule of Simon the
Righteous; and his sons* arrogance injured
his influence. Prince Edward, escaping, com-
bined with Gloucester, and defeated Simon at
Evesham, August 4, 1265. The earl fell,
crying * God's grace! * People and clergy
cherished him as a saint; and miracles were
ascribed to him. See Blaauw, Barons' War
(1844; 2nd ed. 1871); Stubbs's Constitutional
History; and Lives by Pauli (1867; trans.
1876), C. Bemont (1884; trans. 1930), M.
Creighton (1876), G. W. Prothero (1877),
S. Bateman (Birmingham 1923), B. C.
Boulter (1939).

MONTGOLFIER, Joseph Michel, mo-gol-fyay
(1740-1810), and Jacques Etienne (1745-99),
French aeronauts, sons of a paper manu-
facturer of Annonay, became intensely
interested in the aeronautical theories pro-
pounded by the 14th-century Augustine
monk, Albert of Saxony, and the 17th-

century Jesuit priest, Francesco de Luna
In 1782 they constructed a balloon whose bae
was lifted by lighting a cauldron of pane?
beneath it, thus heating and rarefying the air
it contained. A flight of six miles, at 300 feet
was achieved; but further experiments were
frustrated by^ the outbreak of the French
revolution; btienne being proscribed and
his brother returning to his paper factory
Joseph was subsequently elected to the
Academic des sciences and created a Chevalier
de la legion d*honneur by Napoleon
MONTGOMERY, (1).   See EGLINTON
(2) Alexander (c. 1545-c. 1611), Scottish
poet, born probably at Hessilhead Castle
near Beith, was * maister poet' to James VI
He was detained in a Continental prison, and
embittered by the failure of a law-suit
involving loss of a pension. Implicated in
Barclay of Ladyland's Catholic plot, he was
denounced as a rebel in 1597. His fame rests
on the Cherrie and the Slae (ed. Harvey Wood
1937), which, partly a love-piece, partly
didactic, has real descriptive power, with
dexterous mastery of rhyme. See his works,
ed. by Cranstoun (Scot. Text Soc. 1886-87;
supplement by Stevenson, 1910). See works
by D. Hoffman (Altenburg 1894), C M
Maclean (1915).                                    " "
MONTGOMERY, (1) Bernard Law, 1st Vis-
count Montgomery of Alamein (1887- ),
British field-marshal, was born November 17,
the son of the late Bishop Montgomery, and
educated at St Paul's School and R.M.C.
Sandhurst. Tn 1914-18 war served with the
Royal Warwickshire Regiment. Thereafter,
a succession of staff and command appoint-
ments brought him to the head of the 3rd
Division, with which he shared the retreat to
Dunkirk. In North Africa in 1941 the 8th
Army had only partially recovered from its
rough handling by the Axis forces when
Montgomery was appointed to its command.
His quality of bravura and supreme ability in
* putting himself over * proved invaluable in
dealing with * Hostilities Only * formations,
and he speedily restored bruised confidence
and the will to win. Conforming to General
Alexander's sound strategic plans, Mont-
gomery launched the successful battle of
Alamein (October 1942). This was energeti-
cally followed up by a series of hard-fought
engagements that eventually drove the Axis
forces back to Tunis. Montgomery's
subsequent activities in Sicily and Italy were
solid if somewhat pedestrian. Appointed
commander for the ground forces for the
Normandy invasion, his strategy was
characterized by wariness and unflagging
tenacity. By deliberately attracting the main
weight of the German counter-offensive to
the British flank, he freed the American
armoured formations to inaugurate the joint
drive across France and Belgium. His
attempt to roll up the German right flank by
way of Arnhem lacked co-ordination and the
deployment of the proper means to ensure
success; but his timely intervention helped
materially to frustrate Rundstedt's surprise
offensive of December 1944. Accepting the
German capitulation on Lflneburg Heath, his
command of the Occupation Forces was
followed by his appointment as deputy